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August, 10, 2006
What has happened to our people? 
On Thursday of last week, I made my usual early morning calls to Israel to learn that more Israeli ground troops were killed and civilians endangered. Later that day, Washington Jewish Week arrived. In bold print on page 15 ("Opinions") was an article by Douglas Bloomfield, "When solidarity turns to profiteering," noting the ability of one Jewish organization after another to raise money, but not listing specific examples of results benefiting people on the ground. 
Consider the following quotes, which reflect the entire article: "Jewish organizations ... the goose that lays the golden egg," "using the crisis to feather their nests," "appealing not for humanitarian aid for Israelis, but for new dues-paying members," "Nothing's so good for American Jewish fund raising as a little bloodletting in the Holy Land," and finally, "Nothing succeeds like tsuris." 
Mr. Bloomfield had it right. We must address this and hold organizations accountable for results. 
There are those who follow the ethical teachings of Judaism. There are Israeli officials and professionals and Palestinians with whom I am dedicated and working via my foundation to see that medical equipment and medicines get to those in need in Gaza and the West Bank. These Israelis do what is correct for our people and the long-term results will make us proud and help bring peace and justice to the region. 
Leo Kramer 
President 
Foundation for Applied Research 
Washington 
