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August, 15, 2007

Mideast Marshall Plan 
I had wanted to comment on your July 19 editorial ("Three weak reeds") noting skepticism, but I waited, hoping there would be some sign of hope. There is reason for skepticism, as you noted. Yet hope for the long term is essential. 
Does it really matter if Hamas does not recognize Israel? Israel is recognized worldwide, and neither Egypt nor Jordan were required to recognize Israel before negotiations. Should we also forget that Arafat did recognize Israel? 
Does America really believe in democracy? Those who monitored the Palestinian election certified that it was honest. Did the majority of the Palestinians really vote to hate Israel and the Jews? The Palestinians voted for those who took care of them. 
When the election results were announced, it would have been best if those in authority waited to see what could be done, but instead they immediately announced that Hamas would not get money. The services of nonprofits and American corporations delivering services were terminated. 
If we cut off their water, cut off their teachers' income, cut off their food and medical supplies, why can't we understand, under such circumstances, they will not love the Israelis and Americans? 
Are we saying you must not only have the right to vote, but you must vote to our satisfaction? What has happened to the America that with the Marshall Plan rebuilt enemy countries and turned them into friends and allies? 
Palestinian doctors in Gaza have told me that the Egyptians trained them to become doctors. One might imagine that if America and Israel had done that, we would be more likely to have a world of security and peace. 
Perhaps it is time for a Palestinian version of the Marshall Plan to bring peace and stability to their part of the world. 
LEO KRAMER 
Washington 

