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A Jewish Gracist
Taken from a book written by Rev. David A. Anderson

Gracism: The Art of Inclusion
(pg. 113-114), Intervarsity Press, 2007.

An old Jewish friend of mine named Leo advocates for the plight of the Palestinians and is as passionate for bridge building as I am.  Leo asked me, while sitting at his dining room table, “What are your people, the Christians, going to do about the plight of the Palestinians?”  I was speechless.  He pressed further to argue that my religion, Christianity, was supposed to be one of love and concern for the poor and the suffering.  Yet he sees Christians standing with Jews, his people, who by and large don’t believe in Jesus Christ as the Messiah.  Leo went on to say, “My religion, Judaism, clearly states in the Torah that the stranger is to be treated well.”  In Leo’s opinion the Jews were not even following their own laws from the Torah.  Standing with the Palestinians who are suffering under poverty, Islamic extremism and the military oppression of the Jewish government, Leo is challenging Christians, Jews and Muslims to stand up for the oppressed Palestinians.  He even argued before Congress on behalf of the Palestinians, only to receive ridicule from his own community.  Though he hadn’t heard the term before, Leo was acting as a gracist.  He would simply call himself a good Jew.


I’ve spoken to Jewish friends and Israeli officials about the plight of the Palestinians.  Many of them are perplexed by the unfortunate scenario in Israel.  There is definitely a need for Israel’s security in a neighborhood where many want them to be deleted from existence.  The other side of the despicable coin is the victimization of the Palestinian people who under the thumb of harsh military actions are often humiliated every day at checkpoints and in their poverty-stricken conditions.  My point is simply this: let’s balance our prayers for the peace of Israel with prayers for the plight of the Palestinians.  God cares for them both, as should we.  Gracism demands it. 

David A. Anderson is the founder and senior pastor of Bridgeway Community Church, one of the nation’s leading multicultural churches in Colombia, Maryland.  David Anderson is also the CEO and president of Bridgeleader Network, and is a Fellow in the Oxford Society of Scholars.

Leo Kramer, the “Leo” referred to above, did not participate in either writing or editing of this passage.
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