[image: image1.png]J EWISH online edition




March 8, 2006
Shortsighted vision


A small article, "AIPAC to focus on Hamas" (Beltway, WJW, Feb. 23), has lots of ifs, ands or buts. However, let's quote the essentials ‹ "AIPAC distributed talking points to Congress members promoting legislation Š that would stifle aid for the Palestinian Authority, and for nongovernmental institutions." 
The article went on to state that "the bill seems aimed less at Hamas than it is tying the administration's hands no matter who runs the Palestinian Authority." 
In the same issue, there was an article on Interim Prime Minister Ehud Olmert ("Olmert seeks elusive middle ground"), which reported he took steps "freezing the transfer of tax money Israel collects for the Palestinians." 
That means now that employees of the Palestinian Authority in schools and other social services will be out of work. 
Prime Minister Olmert also "wanted to avoid any possibility of a humanitarian catastrophe on the Palestinian side for which Israel would be blamed." 
The list of projects in Palestine that get aid is long. Should we cancel aid for agriculture, education, scholarships, health, school construction, rural roads and bridges, clinics, water desalinization, a sewage system for Hebron, an information technology center at four universities, milk for 15,000 pre-school children, youth programs, and more? None of this aid gets to Palestinian political authorities, but goes through American institutions for humane objectives. 
Does our religion allow us to deny aid to those who need it? Is our vision so shortsighted that we cannot understand hurting others will only reflect badly on us and is morally repugnant? During WWII and through the Marshall Plan afterward, humanitarian aid won many friends for America. 
There is no way that denying humanitarian aid to the Palestinians could help bring about positive relationships with the U.S. and Israel. Any effort to deny aid should be defeated or better still never introduced into Congress. 
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