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May 3, 2006
Fruitful meeting 
First, some good news: Our meeting with the Palestinian representative to the U.S., Afif Safieh, which took place at my home on Feb. 2, was very well attended and helpful. We accomplished our purpose: to explore ideas and consider the opportunities for peace in the region. 
There was not automatic agreement; instead, dialogue and questions and a chance for each to hear the other's concerns. 
There were interesting responses from those who attended. Some were hopeful that, with people like Safieh, there would be a possibility of peace. Others were very pessimistic, but willing to keep trying. (Not doing so is too terrible to contemplate.) 
We continue on our other programs to bring into being in the health field an opportunity for the Palestinians and the Israelis to establish joint programs and policies which are indeed nonpolitical, and reflect the obvious fact that disease knows no borders. 
This mission was requested by the Israeli government and would benefit both peoples. Though the ability to accomplish this seems to become more difficult day by day, it is of highest priority for many reasons: the benefits to health and the example of an area where cooperation between the two governments is possible. 
Also, to aid the abysmal jobs situation in Gaza, we are trying to introduce into Israel and Gaza a new method of construction which would allow quicker, cheaper and stronger building and, of equal importance, would create employment. 
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