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December 2006 Trip

A humanitarian medical result in support of the Peace Process


Introduction

On this trip I met with leaders and staff of the Coordination of Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT), the official Israeli military organization for the West bank and Gaza.  We have developed a positive working relationship so that people in the region will benefit and develop a positive attitude towards each other.

With the established appropriate support, FAR can now arrange meetings between Israeli and Palestinian doctors with the aim to share information and to run joint medical projects and research. 

The Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) has assigned staff to liaison with me.  They have written me “We will be able to coordinate any course on any medical need to the PA through the MFA. 

These meetings demonstrate that given the cooperation on the ground, results are possible and worth pursuing.

In Cairo I met with the Egyptian Doctors’ Syndicate and Human Relief Agency, which pledged to provide training and higher education for Palestinian medical workers and more.

All of this is part of the effort to develop activities that will give people hope. Achieving results is the goal of the FAR mission.

A decade ago, FAR started down a path now almost universally accepted, that both the Israelis and Palestinians need to achieve peace, security, and justice, and unless both achieve these objectives, no solution is possible. We could not avoid identifying the problems in order to be effective in solving them.  
Overview

This highlights the results of my visits with Israelis, Palestinians, and Egyptian doctors during my trip in December 2006. With our fair and acceptable objective, confidence and trust of all parties has resulted in ongoing cooperation, laying the groundwork necessary for achieving results in health.

This is an unusual breakthrough which, quite candidly, was viewed as impossible in many 

quarters of those who think of the Israelis and Palestinians (or, more generally, the Jews and the Arabs) as intractable enemies who can never work together.

FAR’s mission is to focus on results on the ground.  With such a mission one finds good people everywhere.

With the medical cooperation of the Israelis and Palestinians as well as overseas finance, the hearing of Gaza children is being attended to and improved. FAR helped to get this program started. Now with your support we will add programs that will benefit people and encourage them to support peace and justice for all.

The Israeli Health Ministry has written to me, “Having known your personal acquaintance and friendly relations with Palestinian leaders and senior officials in the Palestinian Authority, let us allow ourselves to make benefit of your special relations and be helped by you for renewing the Israeli-Palestinian cooperation in the fields of health and medicine.” 

And the Minister of Health has written, “I was most interested in your efforts to strengthen 

the working relationships between Israel’s health care system and those of its neighbors, in particular the Palestinian Authority…I am grateful for your endeavors, and my door will always be open to any health care measure you wish to propose.”

Each step gives us hope.  There are many more signs of progress and we must find a way to do more.  

Meetings with you and your friends can also be arranged and questions will be answered.  I would appreciate your advice and support.

The immediate start up budget that will guarantee success of this mission is $250,000, which will lead to cooperation between the Israelis and Palestinians, give people in the region hope, and produce millions of dollars of medical results.
Please help FAR continue to produce results by contributing to this effort. 

Thank you.

Kind Regards,

Leo

Leo Kramer
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